
Allotments Annual Meeting 2014 
 

Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, 
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Wednesday 12th November 2014 at 7.00 pm. 
 
 Present Councillor J D Clare (Chairman) and Councillor I Gray 
   Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 
 
 
 

Apologies for Absence 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
Best Allotment Winners 2014 
 
The Chairman presented certificates and memento trophies to the tenants judged to have 
the best allotments at their site: 
 

Byerley Park, plot no. 4 Mr G Cherrie 
Clarence Chare, plot no.10 Mr K Cooper 
Finchale Road, plot no. 8 Mrs C Clarke 
Aycliffe Village plot no. 4b Mrs G Wooster 
St Oswald’s, plot no. 41 Mrs V Hickson 
 

Mrs Hickson was also awarded the Angela Fleming Memorial Trophy for the best allotment 
at St Oswald’s Allotment Site.  Unfortunately, Mrs Hickson was not in attendance to receive 
her trophies. 
 

Mr P Turgoose, plot no 5 at Byerley Park was awarded the Edward Hubery Memorial 
Trophy for the Best New or Most Improved Allotment in 2014. 
 

The allotment judged to be the best overall for 2014 was plot no. 41 at St Oswald’s 
Allotment site, tenanted by Mrs V Hickson. 
 
Allotment Officer’s Report 

 
Mr Thompson started his report by thanking the allotment representatives at each Site for 
their continued support and assistance in helping him to manage the Allotment Sites 
throughout the year. 
 
Mr Thompson reported that Mr Bland, the representative for the St Oswald’s site was no 
longer able to continue as the representative and invited nominations from tenants at St 
Oswald’s for the vacant position. 
 
Mr Thompson gave details of the number of allotment maintenance letters sent between 
April and October 2014 to tenants who had not maintained their allotment plots to the 
required standard and also the number of termination notices issued during the same 
period. 
 
Mr Thompson answered tenants’ questions on the process of issuing maintenance letters 
and termination notices and the delay in re-letting the allotments. 
 
 
 
 



Mr Thompson presented a financial statement which detailed the cost of allotment provision 
for the 2013/14 financial year.  Mr Thompson explained that the net cost to the Council for 
the allotments in 2013/14 was £12,619 after income from rents had been taken into 
account. 
 
Mr Thompson said that the Financial Statement did not include the cost of tipping charges 
for the disposal of waste removed from the allotment sites which was £4701.75 in the 
2013/14 financial year.  This cost excluded the removal of green waste which was 
composted on Council land at no cost. 
 
Mr Thompson explained that he had advised tenants at the 2013 Allotments AGM that the 
Council was considering introducing a levy in 2015/16 if tenants did not help reduce the cost 
of waste disposal by composting, separating green waste for removal by the Council and 
also securing the allotment site gates to prevent fly tipping. 
 
The Chairman commented that this was considered at a meeting of the Council’s Charges 
Working Group in October. However, owing to a reduction in allotment waste disposal 
charges during the six month period between April and the end of September 2014, 
members decided not to recommend the introduction of a levy in 2015/16 and would 
continue to monitor the cost on an annual basis. 
 
Allotment Rents 2015/16 and Standardisation of Allotment Charges 
 
Mr Thompson gave details of allotment rents for 2015/16 and reminded tenants that from 
January 2015, rents would be based on a banding system.  There would be 5 bands 
ranging from A to E. 
 

Band A £20.00 

Band B £27.50 

Band C £30.00 

Band D £35.00 

Band E £40.00 

 
Mr Thompson explained that the Council had carried out a review of the current allotment 
rents.  The review had revealed that different rates were being charged at several sites with 
the small plots being charged higher rents than larger plots elsewhere. 
 
The new charging system was aimed at addressing those inconsistencies and ensuring that 
rents were set in a much fairer way by being based on an individual plot size.  There would 
also be a 5% tolerance applied to plots close to the band limit and any plot within 5% of the 
band limit would be placed on the lower band. 
 
The Council had also put in place protection for existing allotment tenants from any 
significant changes in allotment rents and where the new charge is higher, existing rents 
would only be increased by up to a maximum of £3 per year until it came into line with the 
new pricing band. 
 
The banding would be based around the following plots size: 
 

Band A Allotments under 75 square metres 

Band B Allotments between 75 and 150 square metres 

Band C Allotments between 150 and 225 square metres 

Band D Allotments between 225 and 300 square metres 

Band E Allotments over 300 square metres 



 
Mr Thompson advised that all tenants would be receiving a letter explaining the new 
charges and that the letter would contain details of the tenant’s plot size and new rent. 
 
The Chairman and Allotments Officer answered several questions from tenants regarding 
the new pricing system. 
 
Allotment Watch 
 
Mr Thompson informed tenants that the Council had joined the Allotment Watch Scheme 
which was an initiative supported by Durham Police to help reduce crime on allotment sites. 
 
Mr Thompson gave details of the Scheme which was based on a colour coding system to 
identify each allotment site.  Tenants are encouraged to spray their gardening equipment in 
the identifying colour, with higher value items also marked with DNA ‘Smartwater’ Solution. 
 
Mr Thompson advised tenants that the Scheme would be launched on Saturday 15th 
November by PCSO Mike Hutchinson, the Neighbourhood Coordinator at St Oswald’s 
Allotment site. 
 
Further marking sessions will take place at other allotment sites throughout the growing 
season. 
 
Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 
The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites following tenants forming 
into individual site groups within the meeting. 
 
Aycliffe Village 
 
Tenants had no issues. 
 
Byerley Park 
 

i Tenants asked if officers had any information about an initiative for subsidised hot 
bins and compost bins. 

 
Mr Thompson replied that he was unaware of this new initiative but the bins had 
previously been provided by Durham County Council at a reduced rate. 
 
Mr Thompson agreed to look into the possibility of subsidised hot bins and compost 
bins and report any findings to the allotment representative. 

 
ii Tenants requested signage that would advise allotment holders where different types 

of rubbish should be stockpiled for disposal. 
 

Mr Thompson informed tenants that this had also been requested by tenants at other 
sites the previous year and would be implemented when sufficient budget provision 
was available. 
 

Clarence Chare 
 

i Tenants reported issues with opening/closing the allotment site entrance gate. 
 



Mr Thompson agreed to meet the Allotment Representative at the Site to discuss the 
problems with the gate. 

 
ii Tenants were concerned about the time taken to re-let allotments sites following the 

termination of a tenancy due to lack of maintenance. 
 

Mr Thompson gave details of the procedure to terminate and re-let allotments and 
explained that they were governed by Allotment Law. 

 
Finchale Road 
 

i Tenants requested a reduction in the frequency of grass cutting provided by the 
Council as they felt at times it was unnecessary. 

 
Mr Thompson agreed to investigate the grass cutting frequency levels. 

 
ii Tenants reported that due to the location of the tipping bay at the entrance to the 

site, members of the public were managing to deposit bags of rubbish into the bay 
from outside the Site. 

 
Tenants requested an additional barrier on the fence to prevent this from happening. 

 
Mr Thompson agreed to look at possible ways of preventing fly tipping taking place in 
this location. 
 

iii Tenants requested information regarding the numbers on the waiting list for an 
allotment 

 
Mr Thompson agreed to provide the information at the next Allotment 
Representatives’ meeting. 
 

iv Tenants reported that two trees on the border of the Allotment site, adjacent to the 
nature walk required removal. 

 
Mr Thompson advised that the trees in question were managed and maintained by 
Durham County Council. 
 
The Chairman agreed to report this matter to the appropriate department manager at 
the County Council. 
 
Mr Thompson also agreed to contact the County Council supervisor responsible for 
maintenance issues in Newton Aycliffe to report the Tenants’ concerns. 

 
St Oswalds 
 

i Tenants reported issues with opening and closing the allotment entrance gate. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to investigate the tenants’ concerns. 
 

 
Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting.  

 


